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THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series |l Lecture#12

REDEMPTIONS OF THE PAST
THE BLUEPRINT OF THE FUTURE

l. The Haggadah of Pesach and the Future Redemption

A. HaLachmaAnyia
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Thisyear we are here; next year we will be in the land of Israel. Now we are saves, next
year we will be free men. Passover Haggadah

B. V'Hee ShYOmdo
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It (the Covenant of the Parts) has stood firm for our fathers and for us; for it was not one
alone who rose against us to annihilate us, but in every generation there are those who
rise against us to annihilate us. But the Holy One, Blessed is He, saves us from their
hand. Passover Haggadah
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Blessed are Y ou, Hashem, our G-d, king of the universe, Who has redeemed us and
redeemed our ancestors from Egypt, and enabled usto live to this night, to eat on it
matzah and maror. So, Hashem, our G-d, and the G-d of our fathers, may Y ou enable us
to liveto other festivals and holidays which will come to meet usin peace, happy in
thereconstruction of Your city and joyful in Your worship. May we eat there of the
offerings and Paschal sacrifices whose blood will reach thewall of Your altar of
acceptance. And may we thank You with a new song for our redemption and
liberation of our soul. Blessed are Y ou, Hashem who redeemed Isragl. Passover
Haggadah
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The Seder of Passover has come to its end in accordance with its Halachah, in accordance
with all of itslaws and statutes. Just as we have been worthy of making the Seder this
year, so may we be worthy of making it in the future. Pure One, Who dwellsin His
heavenly abode, raise up the uncountable congregation of Isragl. In the near future, lead
the shoots Y ou have planted to Zion, redeemed, joyously. Next year in Jerusalem.
Passover Haggadah

1. The Future Redemption in the Torah

A. The Ingathering of the Exiles
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1. And it shall come to pass, when all these things have come upon you, the blessing and
the curse, which | have set before you, and you shall call them to mind among all the
nations, where the L-rd your G-d has driven you. 2. And shall return to the L-rd your
G-d, and shall obey His voice according to all that | command you this day, you and your
children, with al your heart, and with all your soul; 3. That then the L-rd your G-d will
return your captivity, and have compassion upon you, and will return and gather you
from dl the nations, where the L-rd your G-d has scattered you. 4. If your outcasts have
been driven out to the farthest parts of heaven, from there will the L-rd your G-d gather
you, and from there will he fetch you; 5. And the L-rd your G-d will bring you into the
land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possessit; and he will do you good, and
multiply you above your fathers. 6. And the L-rd your G-d will circumcise your heart,
and the heart of your seed, to love the L-rd your G-d with al your heart, and with al your
soul, that you may live. 7. And the L-rd your G-d will put all these curses upon your
enemies, and on those who hate you, who persecuted you. 8. And you shall return and
obey the voice of the L-rd, and do all his commandments which | command you this day.
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9. And the L-rd your G-d will make you abundantly prosperous in every work of your
hand, in the fruit of your body, and in the fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit of your land,
for good; for the L-rd will again rejoice over you for good, as he rgoiced over your
fathers; 10. If you shall listen to the voice of the L-rd your G-d, to keep his
commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of the Torah, and if you
turn to the L-rd your G-d with all your heart, and with all your soul. Deuter onomy
30:1-10
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14. And now, behold, | go to my people; come therefore, and | will advise you what this
people shall do to your people in the latter days. 17. | shall see him, but not now; | shall
behold him, but not near; there shall come a star out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out
of Israel, and shall strike the corners of Moab, and destroy all the sons of Seth. 18. And
Edom shall be a possession, Seir also, his enemies, shall be a possession; and Israel shall
do bravely. 19. Out of Jacob shall come aruler, and shall destroy he who remains of the
city. 20. And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his discourse, and said, Amalek was
the first of the nations; but his latter end shall be that of everlasting perdition. 21. And he
looked on the Kenites, and took up his discourse, and said, Strong is your dwelling place,
and you put your nest in arock. 22. Nevertheless the Kenite shall be destroyed. Where
shall Assyriacarry you away captive? 23. And he took up his discourse, and said, Alas,
who shall live when G-d does this! 24. And ships shall come from the border of Kittim,
and shall afflict Assyria, and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish forever. 25. And
Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place; and Balak also went his way.
Numbers 24:14,17-25

C. The King and Teacher
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The staff shall not depart from Judah, nor the lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come; and to him shall the obedience of the people be. Genesis 49:10
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The staff shall not depart from Judah. From David and thereafter. This aludesto the
Exilarchsin Babyloniawho ruled the people of Israel with arod (staff) and who were
appointed by the government. Nor the lawgiver from between hisfeet.  This denotes
those learned in the Law these are the princes of the land of Israel.  Until Shiloh come.
(I.e.) Messiah the king, for the kingdom is his. And thus does Onkelos render it. And an
Aggadic interpretation: 19w is 1% *w presentsto him, asit is stated (Psalms 76:12) Let
them bring presents unto him that isto be feared. And to him shall the obedience of the
people be. The term ni7> denotes a gathering of nations. Rashi's Commentary ibid.
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1. The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2. And it
shall cometo passin the last days, that the mountain of the L-rd’s house shall be
established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow to it. 3. And many people shall go and say: Come, and let us go up to
the mountain of the L-rd, to the house of the G-d of Jacob; and He will teach us of His
ways, and we will walk in His paths; for from Zion shall go forth Torah, and the word of
the L-rd from Jerusalem. 4. And He shall judge among the nations, and shall decide for
many people; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nor shall they learn war any
more. | saiah 2:1-4

II. The Master Plan

A. The Blueprint of Creation
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1. In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth. 2. And the earth was without
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And awind from G-d moved
upon the face of the waters. 3. And G-d said, Let there be light; and there was light.
Genesis1:1-3
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Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish explained the verses [of Genesis 1:2,3] to refer to the [ Jewish]
exiles. And the earth wasvoid refersto the exile of Babylon. ... And empty refersto
theexile of Media. ... And darkness refersto the exile of Greece who darkened the
eyes of Israel through their decrees, for they said to them: Write upon the horn of a ox
that you have no portion in the G-d of Israel. Upon the face of the deep waters refersto
the kingdom of evil (Rome) that isunfathomable. ... Thespirit of G-d hovered over
the water's surface refersto the spirit of Moshiach. . . . By what merit does spirit that
hovers over the water's surface eventually come? Through the merit of repentance.
Midrash Beraishis Rabbah 2:4

B. The Covenant
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8. And he said, L-rd G-d, how shall | know that | shall inherit it? 9. And he said to him,
Bring me athree year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old
ram, and aturtledove, and ayoung pigeon. 10. And he took to him all these, and divided
them in the midst, and laid each half against the other; but the birds divided he not.

11. And when the eagle came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12.
And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, afear of great
darknessfell upon him. 13. And He said to Abram, Know for a certainty that your seed
shall be a stranger in aland that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict
them four hundred years; 14. And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will | judge;
and afterward shall they come out with great wealth. Genesis 13:8-14

C. The Four Exiles
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Bring meathreeyear old [or threefold] heifer refersto Babylon that raised up three
kings. Nebuchadnezzer, Evil Merodach, and Balshatzar. And athreeyear old female
goat refersto Media[and Persig) that raised up three kings: Cyrus, Darius and
Achashverosh. And athreeyear old ram  refersto Greece. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi

Y ochanan spoke about the following point: Rabbi Elazar said, "The people of Greece
conquered [the world in] all directions except for the east which they did not conquer.”
Rabbi Y ochanan said to him, "Behold it is written (Daniel 8:3), 'l saw the ram charging
westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts could stand before it, nor was
there any that could save itself from its hand; but it did asit pleased, and magnified
itself." This confirms the opinion of Rabbi Elazar who did not say [that they conquered]
the easterly direction. And aturtledove, and a young pigeon refer to the kingdom of
Edom (Rome). It isaturtledove but it isarobber ( %113).  Midrash Beraishis Rabbah
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(Genesis 15:9) A prime calf, aprime goat, a prime ram, adove and a pigeon. Whereis
the reference to exiles stated? (Ibid. 15:12) horror refersto Babylon . .. darknessrefers
toMedia... great[darkness| refersto Greeceasit isstated (Daniel 8:8) And the
he-goat waxed very great; and when he was strong, the great horn was broken and from it
came up four notable ones toward the four quarters of heaven.  Fell upon him refersto
Rome (Edom) asit is stated (Jeremiah 49:21) The earth is moved at the noise of their fall.
Midrash Shemos Rabbah Chapter 51:7

D. The Redemption
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And when the eagle came down upon the carcasses, Avram drove them away. (Gen.
13:11) Avram took a pounder and was pounding them and they wouldn't be pounded.
Despite this, Avram drove them away with repentance (teshuva - aw»y). Yalkut Shimoni
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Rav said: All the predestined dates [for redemption] have passed, and the matter [now]
depends only on repentance and good deeds. But Shmuel maintained: it is sufficient for a
mourner to keep his[period of] mourning. This matter is disputed by Tannaim: R. Eliezer
said: if Israel repent, they will be redeemed; if not, they will not be redeemed. R. Joshua
said to him, if they do not repent, will they not be redeemed! But the Holy One, blessed
be He, will set up aking over them, whose decrees shall be as cruel as Haman's, whereby
Israel shall engage in repentance, and he will thus bring them back to the right path.
Sanhedrin 97b
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All of the prophets commanded [the people] regarding repentance and | srael will
only be redeemed through repentance. The Torah hasalready promised that in the
end Israel will repent at theend of their exile and they will be immediately
redeemed as it saysin Scripture (Deuteronomy 30:1-10):  And it shall come to pass,
when all these things have come upon you, . . . and you shall return to the L-rd your G-d .
.. then the L-rd your G-d will return your captivity, and have compassion upon you, and
will return and gather you from all the nations, where the L-rd your G-d has scattered
you. ... Rambam Hilchos Teshuva 7:5

E. The Messiah
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He alluded that David the son of Jesse would come to destroy them, but they do not
permit him from heaven until there will arrive the king, the Messiah. Rashi Genesis
15:11

V. The Past |s Our Assurance of the Future

A.
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17. If you shall say in your heart, These nations are more than I; how can | dispossess
them? 18. Y ou shall not be afraid of them; but shall well remember what the L-rd your
G-d did to Pharaoh, and to al Egypt; 19. The great trials which your eyes saw, and the
signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the stretched out arm, whereby the L-rd
your G-d brought you out; so shall the L-rd your G-d do to all the people of whom you
areafraid. Deuteronomy 7:17-19
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B.
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13. You in Your mercy have led forth the people whom Y ou have redeemed; Y ou have
guided them in Y our strength to Y our holy habitation. 14. The people shall hear, and be
afraid; sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Philistia 15. Then the chiefs of Edom
shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold of them; all the
inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. 16. Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the
greatness of Y our arm they shall be as still as a stone; till Y our people pass over, O L-rd,
till the people pass over, whom Y ou have purchased. 17. Y ou shall bring them in, and
plant them in the mountain of Y our inheritance, in the place, O L-rd, which Y ou have
made for Y ou to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O L-rd, which Y our hands have established.
18. The L-rd shall reign forever and ever. Exodus15:13-18
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The Temple is cherished because the universe was created by one hand asit is said
(Isaiah 48:13) "Y eah My hand hath laid the foundation of the earth.” but the Sanctuary
will be created by two hands. And when will it be built by two hands? At the time when
"The L-rd will reignfor ever and ever." at thetimeto come when all the kingdom
shal beHis. Rashi ibid.
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He redeems us from the power of kings, our King Who delivers us from the hand of all
cruel tyrants. He is the G-d Who exacts vengeance for us from our foes and Who brings
just retribution upon all of our enemies of our soul, who performs great deeds that are
beyond understanding, and wonders beyond number. Who set our soul in life and did not
allow our foot to falter. Who led us upon the heights of our enemies and raised our pride
above al who hate us; Who made for us miracles and vengeance upon Pharaoh; signs and
wonders on the land of the offsping of Ham; Who smote with his anger all the firstborn
of Egypt and removed His nation from their midst to eternal freedom . . . and they said,
"ThelL-rd will reign for ever and ever." Siddur The Evening Prayer
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V. The Past isthe Blueprint of the Future

A.
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15. Asin the days when you came out of the land of Egypt | will show him marvelous
things. 16. The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might; they shall lay their
hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf. 17. They shall lick the dust like a serpent,
they shall come trembling out of their holes like the crawling things of the earth; they
shall be afraid of the L-rd our G-d, and shall fear because of you. Micha 7:15-17
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He made wonderous acts with the forefathers and is destined to do so with the
descendants as it is stated in Scripture: Asin the days when you came out of the land of
Egypt | will show him marvelousthings. | will show them what | didn't show the
forefathers because the miracles and wonderous acts that | am destined to do with the
descendants will be greater than the wonderous acts that | did for the forefathers.
Similarly it statesin Scripture (Psalms 136:4)  To Him Who alone perfor ms great
wondersfor Hiskindnessenduresforever. (Psams72:18,19) Blessed betheL-rd
G-d, the G-d of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. And blessed be Hisglorious
namefor ever; and let the wholeearth befilled with hisglory; Amen, and Amen.
Midrash Yalkut Shimoni Parshas Beshalach 250

B.
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A remembrance has He made of his wonderful works; the L-rd is gracious and full of
compassion. Psalms 111:4
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A remembrance has He made of hiswonderful works. All that G-d does for the
righteous in thisworld is nothing but a mere remembrance. However, when he will do
[great things for them] in the World to Come it will stand forever. Similarly it is stated in
Scripture (Psalms 119:142): Your righteousnessis righteousnessthat will last forever.
Midrash Tehilim 111
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The School of R. Ishmael taught: As areward for [the observance of] the three *firsts
they [Israel] merited three firsts: to destroy the seed of Esau; the building of the Temple;
and the name of the Messiah. ‘ To destroy the seed of Esau,” of whom it iswritten: And
the first came forth red, al over like an hairy garment; and ‘ the building of the Temple’,
whereof it iswritten: A glorious throne, set on high from the first is the place of our
sanctuary; ‘and the name of Messiah,’” for it iswritten: First unto Zion, behold, behold
them. Pesachim 5a



