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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What wasthe chain of transmission of the Torah from Moshe
to the Zugos?

2.  Wasanything lost in the process?
3.  When did prophecy come to an end?

4.  Describe the circumstances that led to Onias (Chonio)
becoming High Priest.

5. How did Yosef ben Toviariseto a position of wealth
and power?

This and much more will be addressed in the ninth lecture of this
series. "The Zugos'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions
in mind as you listen to the tape and read through the outline. Go
back to these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see
how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of
Jewish History. Although the lectures can be listened to without
the use of the outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance
your comprehension. Use it aswell as a handy reference guide and
for quick review.
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THE ZUGOS

l. The Weakening of the Chain
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Moshe received the Torah from Sinal and transmitted it to Joshua, Joshuato the Elders,
the Elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets transmitted it to the Men of the Great
Assembly. They said three things. Be deliberate in judgement; develop many disciples;
and make afence for the Torah. Shimon the Righteous was among the survivors of the
Great Assembly. He used to say: The world depends on three things: on Torah study, on
the service of G-d, and on kind deeds. Antigonus, leader of Socho, received the tradition
from Shimon the Righteous. He used to say: Be not like servants who serve their master
for the sake of receiving areward; instead be like servants who serve their master not for
the sake of recelving areward. And let the awe of Heaven be upon you. Yosei ben

Y oezer, leader of Tzredah and Y osel ben Y ochanan, leader of Jerusalem, received the
tradition from them. Avos1:1-4
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Rabbi Y ochanon said: The understanding (heart) of the earlier generations was as wide as
the opening of the entrance hall of the Temple [40 x 20]. The understanding of the later
generations was as wide as the entrance to the Sanctuary [20 x 10]. Oursis aswide asthe
hole of a delicate needle. The earlier generations: Rabbi Akivah. The later generations:
Rabbi Elazer ben Shamuah. (Another version: The earlier generations: Rabbi Elazer ben
Shamuah. The later generations. Rabbi Oshiah the Great.) Abaye said that our
understanding of Talmud is like a spike hammered into awall (that can penetrate only
after much effort). Rovo said that the ability of our minds to penetrate to the depths of a
subject islike afinger's ability to penetrate hardened wax. Rav Ashi said that our ability
to forget with ease is likened to the effort it takes to put afinger into an empty pit.
Eruvin 53a
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If the earlier generations were like angels, then our generation is to be considered human.
If the earlier generations were considered human, then oursis a generation of donkeys
inferior to the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair (who instinctively refrained from eating
untithed fodder). Shabbos 112b
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All the "eshkolos' (men of complete scholarship and piety) that arose on behalf of the
Jewish people from the days of Moshe until Y osef ben Y oezer were learned in Torah like
Moshe himself. From that point on they were not. But didn't Rav Y ehudah say in the
name of Shmuel that three thousand halachos were forgotten in the days of mourning
after Moshe's death? Those that were forgotten were forgotten, but those that were still
remembered were faithfully preserved. But didn't welearn in a Braiisah that from the
time of Moshe's death, when a problem came up, if the mgority rulesthat athing is
"unclean"” it isdeemed "unclean" and if the mgjority rulesthat athingis"clean" it isthen
deemed to be "clean? Their understanding and sharpness diminished (and were not able
to accurately reconstruct that which had been forgotten) but they still preserved faithfully
therest. Temurah 15b
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The Rabbis taught that when the Prophets Chagai, Zechariah, and Malachi died, the
Divine Spirit left the Jewish People. Even so, the Jewish People still made use of a
spiritua voice from Heaven. Sanhedrin 11a
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The Rabbis taught that in the forty years that Shimeon Hatzadik served as "Kohen Gadol"
the lot for the goat that was sacrificed on the altar on Y om Kippur came up on the right
hand. After his death there were times that it came up on the right hand and times on the
left. In his days, the crimson tongue of wool turned white. After his death there were
times that it turned white and there were timesthat it didn't. In his days the "western"
lamp of the Menorah would last afull day. After his death there were timesit did and
timesthat it didn't... Yoma 39a

1. Crisisin Leadership

A. And while these princes ambitiously strove one against another, every onefor his
own principality, it came to pass that there were continual wars, and those lasting wars
too; and the cities were sufferers, and lost agreat many of their inhabitants in these times
of distress, insomuch that all Syria, by the means of Ptolemy, the son of Lagus,
underwent the reverse of that denomination of Saviour, which he then had. He also
seized upon Jerusalem, and for that end made use of deceit and treachery; for ashe
came into the city on a Sabbath day, asif he would offer sacrifices, he without any
trouble gained the city while the Jews did not oppose him for they did not suspect him to
be their enemy; he gained it thus, because they were free from suspicion of him, and
because on that day they were at rest and quietness; and when he had gained it, he ruled
over it in acruel manner.

But when Ptolemy had taken agreat many captives, both from the mountainous parts of
Judea, and from the places about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the places near mount
Gerizzim, he led them all into Egypt, and settled them there.



Series| 4 Lecture #9

When Aristeus was saying thus, the king looked upon him with a cheerful and joyful
countenance, and said, "How many ten thousands dost thou suppose there are of such as
want to be made free?' To which Andreas replied, as he stood by, and said "A few more
than ten times ten thousand." Josephus Antiquities Book X1l Chapters1 & 2
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Neither will | abhor them (Leviticus 26:44) refersto the period of the Greeks when |
caused Shimon Hatzaddik to stand up on your behalf... Megillah 11a

C. It was Simon, the son of Onias, the great priest, Who in hislifetime repaired the
house, and in his days strengthened the sanctuary. He laid the foundation for the temple
enclosure. In his days awater cistern was hewed out, a reservoir in circumference like the
sea. He took thought for his people to keep them from calamity, and fortified the city
against siege. How glorious he was, surrounded by the people, As he came out of the
sanctuary! Like the morning star among the clouds, like the moon when it isfull; Like the
sun shining forth upon the sanctuary of the Most High. The Wisdom of Sirach 50:1
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The Rabbis taught that in the year that Shimeon Hatzadik died he told them that he would
dieinthat year. They asked him: how do you know? He replied that every Y om Kippur
he would see the apparition of an old man clothed and wrapped in white that would enter
and leave the Holy of Holies with him. That year the old man was clothed and wrapped
in black. He entered with me but did not depart. After the holiday (of Succos) he fell ill
for seven days and died. Thefellow "cohanim™ abstained from uttering their blessings
using the Divine name.

At the time of his death he said that Chonio his son should servein his stead. Shimie his
older son by two and a half years was jealous of Chonio. Shimie said to Chonio: "Come
and 1"l teach you the order of the service in order to be installed as High Priest." He
fitted Chonio with his cloak and belt and he stood him by the altar. Shimie then went to
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the other priests and told them: Look how Chonio is fullfilling the pledge that he made to
his beloved "the day | become High Priest I'll put on your cloak and belt”. The priests
were so incensed that they attempted to kill Chonio for his behavior. They ran after him
but he escaped to Alexandria where he built an altar and sacrificed upon it to the heathen
gods. Menachos 109b

E. Now at this time the Samaritans were in a flourishing condition, and much
distressed the Jews, cutting off parts of their land, and carrying off slaves. This happened
when Onias (Chonio) was high priest; for after Eleazar's death, his uncle Manasseh took
the priesthood, and after he had ended hislife, Onias received that dignity. He was the
son of Simon, who was called the Just (Shimon Hatzaddik), which Simon was the brother
of Eleazar, as| said before. Antiquities Book XI1 Chap.IV

F. This Onias was one of alittle soul, and a great lover of money; and for that
reason, because he did not pay the tax of twenty talents of silver, which his forefathers
paid to these kings, out of their own estates, he provoked king Ptolemy Euergetes to
anger, who was the father of Philopater... There was now one Joseph, young in age, but
of great reputation among the people of Jerusalem, for gravity, prudence, and justice. His
father's name was Tobias; and his mother was the sister of Onias the high priest, who
informed him of the coming of the ambassador: for he was then sojourning at a village
named Phicol, where he was born.Hereupon he came to the city (Jerusalem), and
reproved Onias for not taking care of the preservation of his countrymen, but bringing the
nation into dangers, by not paying this money. For which preservation of them, he told
him he had received the authority over them, and had been made high priest: But that, in
case he was so great alover of money, as to endure to see his country in danger on that
account, and his countrymen suffer the greatest damages, he advised him to go to the
king, and petition him to remit either the whole, or part of the sum demanded. Onias
answer was this, that he did not care for his authority, and that he was ready, if the thing
were practicable, to lay down his high priesthood; and that he would not go to the king,
because he troubled not himself at al about such matters. Joseph then asked him, If he
would not give him leave to go ambassador on behalf of the nation? He replied, that he
would give him leave...So Joseph sent to hisfriends at Samaria, and borrowed money of
them; and got ready what was necessary for hisjourney, garments and cups, and beasts
for burden, which amounted to about twenty thousand drachmae, and went to
Alexandria...And when the day came on which the king was to let the taxes of the cities
to farm, and those that were the principal men of dignity in their several countries were to
bid for them, the sum of the taxes together, of Celesyria and Phoenicia, and Judea, with
Samaria (as they were bidden for,) came to eight thousand talents. Hereupon Joseph
accused the bidders, as having agreed together to estimate the value of the taxes at too
low arate; and he promised, that he would himself give twice as much for them: but for
those who did not pay, he would send the king home their whole substance; for this
privilege was sold together with the taxes themselves. The king was pleased to hear that
offer; and because it augmented his revenues, he said he would confirm the sale of the
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taxes to him...By this means he gathered great wealth together, and made vast gains by
this farming of the taxes: and he made use of what estate he had thus gotten, in order to
support hisauthority, as thinking it a piece of prudence to keep what had been the
occasion and foundation of his present good fortune; and this he did by the assistance of
what he was already possessed of, for he privately sent many presents to the king , and
Cleopatra, and to their friends, and to all that were powerful about the court, and thereby
purchased their good-will to himself. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty two years.
Antiquities Book XII Chapt. V.

1. Emergence of Rabbinic Leadership

A. Now it happened that in the reign of Antiochus the Great, who ruled over all Asia,
that the Jews, as well as the inhabitants of Celoesyria, suffered greatly, and their land was
sorely harassed; For while he was at war with Ptolemy Philopater, and with his son who
was called Epiphanes, it fell out, that these nations were equally sufferers, both when he
was beaten, and when he beat the others: So that they were very like to aship in astorm,
which istossed by the waves on both sides; and just thus were they in their situation in
the middle between Antiochus' prosperity and its change to adversity. But at length, when
Antiochus had beaten Ptolemy, he seized upon Judea: And when Philopater was dead, his
son sent out a great army under Scopas, the general of his forces, against the inhabitants
of Celoesyria, who took many of their cities, and in particular our nation; which, when he
fell upon them, went over to him. Yet wasit not long afterward when Antiochus
overcame Scopas, in a battle fought at the fountains of Jordan, and destroyed a great part
of hisarmy. But afterward, when Antiochus subdued those cities of Celoesyriawhich
Scopas had gotten into his possession, and Samaria, with them the Jews of their own
accord went over to him, and received him into the city (Jerusalem), and gave plentiful
provision to all his army, and to his elephants, and readily assisted him when he besieged
the garrison which wasin the citadel of Jerusalem...

King Antiochus to Ptolemy, sendeth greeting:

"Since the Jews, upon our first entrance on their country, demonstrated their friendship
towards us, and when we came to their city (Jerusalem,) received usin a splendid
manner, and came to meet us with their senate, and gave abundance of provisionsto our
soldiers, and to the elephants, and joined with usin gecting the garrison of the Egyptians
that were in the citadel, we have thought fit to reward them, and to retrieve the condition
of their city, which had been greatly depopulated by such accidents as have befalen its
inhabitants, and to bring those that have been scattered abroad back to the city.
Antiquities Book X1l Chapter 3
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Y ose ben Y oezer said that it is not permissible to lay hands (smicha) on one's sacrifice on
Yom Tov.Y ose ben Y ochanon said that it is permissible. Y ehoshua ben Perachiasaid it is
not permissible. Nitai HaArbeli said it is. Y ehuda ben Tabai said it is not permissible.
Shimon ben Shetach said it is. Shmaya said it is permissible. Avtalyon said it is not.

Hillel and Menachem did not disagree. When Menachem left his position, Shamai took
his place. Shamai said it is not permissible. Hillel said it is. Thefirst of every pair were
the Presidents of the Sanhedrin. The second of every pair were the Av Bais Din.
Chagigah 16a-b
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Rami bar Chama said that orphans do not need to make a Pruzbul (in order to preserve
their debtsin the period of Shmitta). Raban Gamliel and his Beth Din are the patrons of
the orphans. Gittin 37a

D.
12 TTYOR 27 DX 32°WINY 09a TPT D°1WI D°V2aW “Dm) IR Y7:1’l|773 NTY 12 7IVRW MR
R 01127 ...72°W0 Y

Shimon ben Azai said: | have received from the mouths of the seventy two elders on the
day that they instated Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria... Zevachim 11b
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TIME LINE
BCE EGYPT SYRIA
312-311 Ptolmey | (Lagos) Seleucus |
285 Ptolmey 11 Philadelphus
280 Antiochus |
261 Antiochus 11
246 Ptolmey |11 Euregetes Seleucus |
226 Seleucus 111
223 Antiochus 111
(The Great)
221 Ptolmey IV Philopater
203 Ptolmey V Epiphanes
199 Palestine Conquered by Syria
187 Seleucus 1V
181 Ptolmey VI Philomater
175 Antiochus IV
(Epiphanes)
163 Antiochus V
162 Demetrius |
150 Alexander
145 Ptolmey VII Eurgetes Demetrius |

138 Antiochus VI



